
 

 

 

 

                                     It’s all a load of rubbish!

     
Common types  of   litter include 
food and food packaging from 
food and drink consumed on the 
go. Cigarette ends and dog poo 
are also common types of  litter.

Litter makes our roadsides, 
streets and beaches look untidy. 
Litter isn’t due to a lack of bins. 
Research shows that most litter-
ing occurs within 5m of a bin. 
(www.eco-schools-litterless.org/
Why-people-litter-p11.html)

Shetland Islands Council spends £113,000 every 
year   dealing    with   litter.   Nine   tonnes   are 
collected from Commercial Street a month. 
Litter gives a bad impression to visitors so it’s 
bad for tourism.  Tourism  brings  in  money  and 
creates jobs for people in Shetland. 
(www.shetland.gov.uk/news-advice/PR-LitterMoun-
tainontheStreet.asp)

LITTER IS RUBBISH IN THE WRONG PLACE LITTER LOOKS UNTIDY LITTER IS BAD FOR THE ECONOMY

LITTER CAN HARM FISHING AND 
FARMING

LITTER HARMS WILDLIFE LITTER IS WASTE LITTERING IS AN OFFENCE

   Litter can effect fishing and 
   farming,    which    rely   on
   clean  water   and   land  to 
   produce top quality goods.
   Propellers and  fishing gear 
   can  become  entangled  in 
   litter  and  discarded  nets. 
   Marine   litter   costs   each 
   fishing      boat      between 
       £6,000 and £30,000 per year!

    Litter   can    trap    and
    entangle  animals  and 
    is  easily  mistaken  for 
    food.   A    plastic   bag 
    moving   through    the 
    water looks like a tasty
    jellyfish   to   a    turtle. 
   Polystyrene  chip  trays   
and disposable cups break down to tiny 
pellets which look like fish eggs and are 
eaten  by   fulmars  and  other seabirds.

Litter means we lose 
valuable materials like 
plastic, aluminium, 
steel and glass that 
could otherwise be 
recycled and turned 
into new products. 

Littering is an offence 
which carries an £80  
fine.     We     are     all 
responsible for our 
rubbish  and  it  is our 
duty not to litter.
Da Voar Redd Up is 
the best supported 
litter pick in the UK

(per head of population). Build on this 
success by reducing littering!

USEFUL LINKS:
Recycling in Shetland: www.shetland.gov.uk/waste/household_waste_what_can_recycle.asp
Food Waste: ‘six meals a week’ thrown away by Britons: www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-25449219
Reduce, Re-use, Recycle Triangle: www.shetland.gov.uk/waste/ShetlandIslandsCouncil-Waste-waste.asp
Fun bins: http://www.newlyswissed.com/litter-what-is-it-good-for-absolutely-nothing/
Dunna Chuck Bruck Facebook: www.facebook.com/Dunnachuckbruck

Local Litterpicker Cecilia James cleared an 18 mile stretch of main road filling 
256 bags with over 1.5tonnes of bruck, including:
1422 cigarette packets, 5727 plastic bottles, 4895 cans (2706 alcoholic), 939 
glass bottles (847 alcoholic), 83 car L plates, a skip full of food packaging, a 
skip full of plastic, ½ skip of car parts, a child’s potty, swimming goggles, men’s 
and women’s underwear and an inflatable doll!
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